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assisted by angels; the Koreish fancied them to be twice as
many as themselves: they trembled,, and, in their panic,
fled: seventy of the bravest were slain, and the same number
of captives adorned this first victory. His loss was only four-
teen. The Koran (viil.) expressly ascribes the victory to the
angels. " Ye slew them not, but God slew them; neither didst
thou cast the gravel into their eyes when thou didst cast it,
but God cast it, that he might prove the true believers by a
gracious trial from himself." The dead bodies were despoiled
and insulted, two of the most obnoxious prisoners were put to
death, and 4000 drachms of silver, the ransom of the others,
compensated in some degree for the escape of the caravan. Abu
Sofian in vain explored a new road through the desert, and
along the Euphrates: he was overtaken by the diligence of the
Moslems, and so great was the prize, that the fifth, set apart
'for the Prophet, amounted to 20,000 drachms. Resentment
stimulated Abu Sofian to collect 3000 men, and his wife, Henda,
with fifteen matrons, sounded their timbrels to encourage them
with the praises of Hebal, the most popular of their deities.
The standard of the only God was upheld by near a thousand
Moslems, and the disproportion of numbers was not greater
-than in the victorious field of Bedr. This second battle was
fought on Mount Ohud, six miles to the north of Medina.
The idolaters advanced in a crescent, and the right wing of
the cavalry was led by Khaled, the most celebrated of their
warriors. The Moslems were judiciously posted on the de-
clivity of the hill, and their rear was guarded by fifty archers.
The weight of their charge broke the centre of the idolaters,
but in the pursuit the advantage of the ground was lost, and
the archers deserted their station, tempted by the spoil, and
disordered their ranks. The intrepid Khaled, wheeling his
cavalry on their flank and rear, exclaimed, with a loud voice,
that Mohammed was slain. He had, indeed, been wounded in
the face with a javelin, and two of his teeth were shattered with
a stone; yet, in the midst of tumult and dismay, he reproached
his enemies with the murder of a prophet, and blessed the friendly
hand that staunched his blood, and conveyed him to a place